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September 9, 2021

Dear Mayor Geller & Commissioners,

I am writing this letter to express my deepest concern in regard to Agenda Item 61 and the misrepresentation of
this item within the Broward and Palm Beach Communities by Commissioner Dale Holness.

On December 8, 2020, Commissioner Holness brought forth Agenda item 54 which was a motion to direct the
Office of the County Attorney to prepare a Resolution amending Section 14.227 of the Broward County
Administrative Code to designate June 19, as an official paid holiday for Broward County Employees. ltem 54 was
approved unanimously. In addition, as the Board was discussing this item, | stated that making June 19th a holiday
was long overdue.

On January 12, 2021, Commissioner Holness brought Agenda Item 46 which was a Motion to adopt June 19 as an
official holiday for County Employees. A substitute motion was proposed by Commissioner Ryan that passed with a
roll call vote of 5 — 3. Commissioner Sharief, Vice-Mayor Udine and Commissioner Holness were the 3 no-votes.
Commissioner Bogen was absent and therefore did not vote. Since Commissioner Ryan’s substitute motion passed
5-3, the original motion brought forward by Commissioner Holness was never heard.

On January 26, 2021, Item 32 which was presented by Commissioner Ryan was a Motion to adopt a resolution to
establish Juneteenth as a day of celebration and education. This passed with a vote of 8-1. Commissioner Bogen
and Senator Rich voted in the affirmative via telephone. Commissioner Holness voted against the item.
Commissioner Sharief objected and said she wanted to second the unstated amendment; however, Mayor Geller
appealed to County Attorney who said can amend but amending to make it a paid holiday would take it outside of
title so cannot be done at this Public Hearing Meeting.

Commissioner Sharief presented Agenda Item #44 which was a resolution urging the School Board of Broward
County to further emphasize the significance of Juneteenth as part of its educational mission. It had an 8-0 VOTE
with Commissioner Holness voting yes and asking to be a co-sponsor of the item. Commissioner Bogen was on the
phone, but his voice was not audible during the vote.

On February 23, 2021, Commissioner Holness proposed Agenda Item 57 which was a MOTION TO RENEW
consideration of Item #46, Motion A, from the Board's meeting on 1/12/2021. Agenda Item #57 failed again with a
2-6 VOTE. Commissioners Bogen, Fisher, Furr, Rich, Ryan and Mayor Geller dissented. Commissioner Holness and
Vice-Mayor Udine voted for the item. Commissioner Sharief was out of the room during the vote.

Although | was out of the room on 2/23/21 preparing for the 16 County Coalition Water Resource Board meeting
with Marti Cassini and Dr. Jennifer Jurado, does not mean that | did not support Iltem 57. | just did not have the
opportunity to vote. In past meetings when there was opposition against Commissioner Holness’ item for
Juneteenth, | continuously voted against the opposition, and supported his item. In addition, Commissioner
Holness supported my items that | had brought forward regarding Juneteenth to the extent that he asked to be
added as a co-sponsor.
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The misrepresentation of this item was so egregious that the Caribbean Voice newspaper recognized this and
published a front-page story about it. At this time, | want to express to everyone the importance of not
misrepresenting votes just to gain an advantage in the African American Communities. | was met by an angry mob
of three yelling and screaming outside the Pompano Beach CRA meeting, holding these signs, and had them
attached to their vehicles and telling me that | do not support Black people. (See photos and article attached)

This type of incitement creates an environment of danger for me and my family. | am attaching this item to the
Agenda item 61 in perpetuity because | want the truth to be known about my vote(s) to ensure not only my safety
but that of my children. In addition, | also want this item included to clarify my vote because | seconded
Commissioner Holness’ motion, however that motion was never heard, therefore there was no vote taken on his
item.

Further, Juneteenth while significant in African American history represents the last hold out in Texas while the
rest of the country had abolished slavery. Here in the South, we had already gained our freedom and the

celebration of Juneteenth is the achievement of recognition of abolishment of slavery in the United States.

Respectfully submitted,

Dr. Barbara Sharief
Commissioner
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THE VOICE OF THE CARIBBEAN PEOPLE IN SOUTH FLORIDA. Listen to the Duke of Earle at theduheofearie.online
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Dale Hoiness... you're husted!

...story continued from page |

The signs falscly accuse Barbara Shirief
of having voted against making Juneicenth
a paid public holiday in Broward County.
Nothing could be further from the wruth!

Juneteenth, short for June Nincweenth, is
the day federal troops arrived in Galvesion,
Texas to take conurol of the State and put
an end to the last haldout of slavery in the
United States.

On January I 2thof this year, Commissioner
Dale Holness propased a Resolution to
make Juneteenth a paid holiday for county
employces. Barbara Shasiel scconded
that motion, and the issuc was opened for
discussion.

Unfortunately, before the commission could
vote on the motion, fellow Commissioner
Tim Ryan made a substitute motion to
make Juneteenth a non-paid holiday this
year. Ryan’s motion passed 5 to 3 with
Commissioners Dale Halness, Barbara
Shariel and Michael Udine voting against
i

Because the substitute motion passed, the
Commission never voted on the original
motion.

Signs erected in Ft. Lauderdale & rmar

That same day, Bubara Shaviel proposed
a second Resolution asking the Broward
County School Board 1o incorporaic the
significance of the Juncieenth holiday
into their curriculum. Her motion passed
unanimously.

On February 23rd, Dale Holness requested
the issue be brought back to the County
Commission for reconsideration. However,
Broward County has a prohibitien on
bringing items back up for reconsideration
within six months. In response to Holness”
request, the Commussion took the item up
on a procedural vote and voted 6-2, with

The Duke Of Earle accepted the proclalﬁa

{ !

n on behalf of the Stewart family.
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Barbara Shariel absent, not 1o bring the
item back for reconsideration. They did
not vete un whether to make Junetcentl a
paid holiday.

Atthe ume of the voie, Barhara Shariel was
auending a different meeting, preparing for
an upeonting meeting as Broward County’s
representative on the 16-County Coalition
for Responsible Managemen of  Lake
Okeechobee. Broward County was asking
the Connmitice 10 help it secure federal
funding for a waier resource siudy.

Not anh did Barbara Shasicl support
making Juneteenth a paid holiday for
county cmiployees, but she also continues
0 suppoit doing so. There 1s no wuth w
the Holness signs whatsocver.

As we look down the read 10 which
candidate is best suned 10 replace former
Congressman Alkee Hastings who died
carlicr this year, we realize how important
it is to clect an individual whose values
include honusty and imegriry. Dale Holness
appears 1o be sexiously lacking in both.

Fake news and lies were the cause of the
insurrection in The Capitol DC on Jannary
Gth, 2021 as such one should not stand
agley by and allow fake news and lies 10

Former owo time Mayor of Broward
County and Broward County Com-
inissioner Barbara Sharief Presented
a Proclamation on behall of Broward
County Florida Board Of County
Commissioner

in recognition to the late Hon. Gordon
"Butch™ Stewart for his sterling contri-
butions towards Tourism around the
world.
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