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I. FEDERAL PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES *UPDATED* 

 

BROWARD COUNTY FEDERAL PRINCIPLES 

1. Maximize leverage of federal funding for local programs. 

2. Increase flexibility for Broward County. 

3. Lessen the impact of adverse federal policies on Broward County’s budget and decision-making 
authority. 

BROWARD COUNTY GUIDING FEDERAL POLICIES 

1. SUPPORT proposals that would provide a greater share of total available federal funding to 
Broward County, and OPPOSE proposals which would reduce the County’s share of total funding. 

 
2. SUPPORT proposals that would provide local governments with greater decision-making 

authority over the use of federal funds, which provide for direct grants or mandatory pass-
through allocations to large urban counties. 

 
3. OPPOSE proposals that impose new unfunded mandates on the County. 

 
4. OPPOSE proposals that would finance increased spending for one program by cutting other 

programs of greater benefit to the County, or which would result in a net revenue loss or a cost-
shift to the County. 

 
5. SUPPORT proposals to reduce or relax local match requirements that hinder the ability of local 

governments to receive or use federal funds. 
 

6. OPPOSE federal preemption of local government authority. 
 

7. SUPPORT the priorities of the National Association of Counties (NACo), except where this Federal 
Legislative and Executive Program may differ from NACo’s priorities. 

  



  

8 | P a g e  
 

II. COVID-19 STIMULUS AND RECOVERY LEGISLATION *NEW* 

 

Direct and Flexible Funding 
SUPPORT amending the Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) under the CARES Act (P.L. 116-136) to allow for 
flexible spending that can be used to address lost revenue and supplement eligible personnel and 
administrative costs because of COVID-19 response. Additionally, SUPPORT additional funding of the CRF 
and ensure that the funding is directly distributed to local governments regardless of population size. 
 

Climate-Focused Stimulus Investments 
SUPPORT stimulus proposals that included transformative investments in clean energy, building 
efficiency, clean transportation, resilient infrastructure, sustainable agriculture, environmental justice, 
and other programs to address climate change in an equitable manner. 
 

Coronavirus Response for Seaports  
SUPPORT $1.5 billion for a Seaports Grants-In-Aid program. These funds would be used for operations 
and capital costs to enable ports to maintain their workforces, withstand lost revenue, and recover from 
negative economic impacts caused by the Coronavirus pandemic. 
 
SUPPORT equitable treatment of public entities under Division G of the Families First Coronavirus 
Response Act to allow units of local government, including port authorities, to take advantage of payroll 
tax credits for paid sick and paid family medical leave during the coronavirus pandemic.  
 

Coronavirus Response for the Aviation Industry 
SUPPORT legislation that provides additional funding for direct aid to airports to assist with reduced 
revenue streams as a result of less air traffic, as well as funding for rent relief to airport concessionaires. 
 

Coronavirus Response for Water and Wastewater Utilities 
SUPPORT a minimum of $1.5 billion for the Low-Income Household Drinking Water and Wastewater 
Assistance or similar programs in any future COVID-19 Stimulus or Recovery bills. These funds would 
facilitate water and wastewater utilities assistance for customers negatively impacted by the pandemic. 
 

Expand Federal Support for Local Medicaid Programs 
SUPPORT additional increases to the Medicaid Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) so that 
local governments can effectively mitigate the surplus of low income or indigent residents and continue 
to diagnose and treat all residents facing the virus.  
 

Eliminate the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Non-Federal Cost Share Currently 
Required Under the Presidential Disaster Declaration 
SUPPORT eliminating the local match requirement in any future COVID-19 relief legislation. Increasing the 
federal cost share of FEMA public assistance would provide much-needed relief for local governments. 
 

Increase Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Benefits 
SUPPORT a uniform SNAP benefit increase of 15 percent to help low-income families cope with the 
economic impacts of the COVID-19 crisis, stimulate local economies and relieve pressure on other county 
human services programs. 
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Mental and Behavioral Health Services 
SUPPORT legislation that would provide additional federal resources to develop mental and behavioral 
health services as communities respond to increased local needs stemming from COVID-19. Specifically, 
SUPPORT a supplement to existing mental and behavioral health services through the development of 
pilot programs and innovative solutions relating to depression, anxiety, suicide prevention, and substance 
use disorders. 
 

III. PORT EVERGLADES 

 

Port Everglades (PEV) Deepening and Widening Project *UPDATED* 
To proceed with further construction, the PEV Deepening and Widening project requires Congress to 
provide funds for navigation projects in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) FY 2021 Work Plan.   
 
The Board REQUESTS that Congress provide sufficient funding above the President’s budget for navigation 
construction in FY 2021, so that Port Everglades and other projects like it around the country can compete 
for necessary funding via the FY 2021 Work Plan.  
 

Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund (HMTF) Donor Port Calculations *UPDATED* 
HMFT is funded primarily by receipts from a tax on importers of waterborne cargo. Cruise passengers are 
considered cargo and the tax applies to the cost of their cruise ticket. Although cruise passengers are 
taxed, USACE does not include cruise revenue taxes when calculating donor port status. Due to this 
calculation PEV is designated as a medium donor port, rather than a large donor port, which reduces the 
funds returned to our Port.  
 
The Board SUPPORTS HMTF language in the 2020 Water Resources Development Act (WRDA), which 
mandates that cruise passenger revenue paid into the HMTF be included when determining donor port 
designations. Additionally, the Board SUPPORTS proposals that require the use of current cargo and cruise 
passenger HMTF revenue when determining donor port status. 
 

U. S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT new CBP staff, equipment, and technology for maritime and aviation operations to service 
international passengers and cargo at PEV and Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood International Airport (FLL). This 
staff is a critical component of port and airport operations.  
 
The Board also SUPPORTS CBP staffing increases to meet the current seaport and airport passenger and 
cargo demands which will allow the sunset or dramatic reduction of the CBP Reimbursable Services 
Program (559) where PEV and/or port users voluntarily reimburse CBP overtime to allow for an increase 
in officers for processing arriving international passengers and cargo.   
 

U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT proposals that treat personnel and other expenses associated with the UDSA Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s (APHIS) Agriculture Quarantine Inspection (AQUI) treatment equitably. 
Additionally, SUPPORT their full reimbursement through monitoring fees and expenses using an equitable 
approach based on actual costs incurred versus the current per-treatment method. The current per-
treatment method of cost-recovery renders PEV uncompetitive in the international market. SUPPORT 
funding and construction of an APHIS AQUI Station at PEV. 
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U.S. Maritime Administration (MARAD) Grant Programs *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT infrastructure grant programs including dedicated funding for ports that Congress approved for 
the MARAD Port Infrastructure Development Program (PIDP) and the MARAD America’s Marine Highway 
Program (AMHP). 
 

Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT $2 billion for the INFRA Grant Program. 
 

Transportation Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act (TIFIA) Program *UPDATED* 
The TIFIA process is onerous and time consuming, however the Board SUPPORTS the Program as it 
provides credit assistance for qualified projects of regional and national significance such as intermodal 
freight and port access projects.  
 

Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant Program *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT $1.5 billion for the BUILD Grant Program and port infrastructure projects. 
 

Tariffs on Chinese Products *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT a delay in raising tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese goods from 10 percent to 25 percent while 
negotiations continue. Additionally, SUPPORT the tariff exemption on ship-to-shore cranes, shipping 
containers and container handling equipment.   
 

Federal Emergency Management (FEMA) Port Security Grant Programs 
SUPPORT the permanent elimination of cost-share requirements for the FEMA Port Security Grant 
Programs. 
 

IV. FORT LAUDERDALE-HOLLYWOOD INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  

 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) Staffing 
SUPPORT hiring and training of additional CBP officers for deployment at Fort Lauderdale-Hollywood 
International Airport (FLL) to meet demand for CBP services relative to international air traffic, as well as 
the continued deployment of innovative technologies and procedures for efficient processing and to 
minimize passenger wait times. 

 

Airport Improvement Program  
SUPPORT the continued funding of the Airport Improvement Program at no less than $3.35 billion to 
maintain infrastructure development for airports. 

 

Air Traffic Control Towers 
SUPPORT continued funding that protects and maintains the contract tower program in its entirety for 
the nation’s airports. 

Passenger Facility Charges (PFC) 
SUPPORT legislation modernizing the PFC fee to allow airports to determine the appropriate charge based 
on local infrastructure needs as it relates to safety, security, and capacity. 
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Infrastructure Package 
SUPPORT proposals that provide funding for infrastructure projects to invest and meet future capacity 
needs for airports. 
 

Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Regulation Liability *NEW* 
SUPPORT proposals that would exempt airport liability under the Comprehensive Environmental 
Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) in legislation that would require the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate PFAS, subject to qualifications for this exemption that 
address risk to human health or the environment, e.g., no impacts to off-site properties or drinking water 
supply wells.  OPPOSE preemption of state or local regulation to address PFAS contamination. 
 

V. TRANSPORTATION *NEW* 

 

Surface Transportation Authorization 
SUPPORT funding certainty through a long-term surface transportation authorization. 
 

Discretionary Grants 
SUPPORT U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) grant funds that would allow Broward County 
Transit to establish and operate Bus Rapid Transit corridors and expand the use of zero-emission buses. 
SUPPORT increased bus funding to reverse prior funding reductions. Also, SUPPORT a new state of good 
repair formula subgrant to push additional formula dollars to transit agencies with the oldest buses. 
 
SUPPORT increased funding for the competitive Better Utilizing Investments to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) Grant Program, which since its inception in 2009, applications have far exceeded the amount of 
available funding. Also, SUPPORT new discretionary grant programs or the growth of existing programs 
for local governments to help communities compete for opportunities to improve their local 
transportation programs. 
 
SUPPORT the Infrastructure for Rebuilding America (INFRA) Grant Program, which provides dedicated, 
discretionary funding for projects that address critical issues facing our nation’s highways and bridges.  
 

Autonomous, Renewable and Electric Vehicles, and Innovation 
SUPPORT funding for the acquisition of autonomous, renewable, and electric vehicles. Also, SUPPORT the 
removal of potential roadblocks to the integration of this innovative, transformational automotive 
technology that can significantly improve safety, mobility, and sustainability and reduce CO2 emissions. 
 

Flexible Route Applications 
SUPPORT legislation that assists in solving the first-mile/last-mile challenge that many transit agencies 
face today. This includes legislation that allows for the development and implementation of flexible route 
applications. 
 

FTA Capital Investment Grant (CIG) Program 
SUPPORT increased funding for the CIG Program including New Starts, Small Starts and Core Capacity 
Improvements. This is FTA’s primary grant program for funding major transit capital investments, 
including heavy rail, commuter rail, light rail, streetcars, and bus rapid transit.  
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Local Transportation Surtax 
Incentivize counties and projects that use local funding to advance surface transportation projects. 
Numerous approaches are possible, including: lowering local cost shares for federal aid projects in cities 
on an approved local transportation funding initiative; providing additional points or a higher weight when 
scoring/evaluating projects for competitive federal funds, such as BUILD or FTA New Starts/Small Starts; 
or opening new categories of funding to directly support counties with an approved local transportation 
funding initiative.  
 

Pedestrian Safety 
SUPPORT policies and funding for Pedestrian Safety Initiatives grant programs and formula funding to 
address safety towards eliminating fatalities and injuries and promote connectivity for pedestrians. 
 

Local Preference Programs 
SUPPORT a limited waiver to the local preference restriction on infrastructure projects funded to sustain 
COVID-19 recovery. Lifting this restriction could be pivotal to the economic recovery not only of Broward 
County but of the entire South Florida region.   
 

Resilient Infrastructure 
SUPPORT funding resilient infrastructure projects including relocating roadways to a higher elevation, 
stabilizing slopes, replacing culverts with bridges or upsizing culverts, tide gates, and improving natural 
features. Additionally, SUPPORT funding for highway infrastructure that could be affected by flooding. 
 

U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) Program 
SUPPORT continued funding for USDOT’s Airport Concessions Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (ACDBE) 
Program and the DBE Program under Title 49 CFR Parts 23 and 26.  The DBE program is one of the most 
significant tools for guaranteeing the participation of minority-owned and women-owned businesses in 
the federal procurement of goods and services in the arenas of Highway, Transit and Aviation. 
Additionally, it also serves as a foundation for other federal procurement programs and contracting 
opportunities.  
 

VI. ENVIRONMENT AND WATER 

 

Beach Projects 
SUPPORT lifting the statutory restrictions on the use of federal funds for the acquisition of foreign or other 
non-domestic sand for beach nourishment.  
 
SUPPORT efforts to streamline and simplify the regulatory requirements that stem from overlapping 
jurisdictions of federal agencies in the coastal zone. 
 
SUPPORT equitable funding for beach projects based on economic and environmental qualifications. 
 
SUPPORT the full funding of the USACE Shore Protection account, which can reimburse Broward County 
for costs incurred with the planning, engineering, design, and construction of beach nourishment projects. 
 
SUPPORT reimbursement and direct funding for beaches due to their economic return on investment and 
a critical need to renourish beaches due to the accelerated rates of sea level rise and storm activity. 
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Central and South Florida (C&SF) Flood Resilience Study *UPDATED* 
A study must be initiated by the USACE to evaluate the flood control effectiveness and resilience of the 
C&SF Project.  To compete for such funding via the FY 2021 Work Plan, the Board SUPPORTS additional 
funding above what the President’s budget request for the Investigations Account. Additionally, the Board 
SUPPORTS an adequate number of “new starts” for flood and storm damage reduction studies so the 
C&SF Resilience Study may begin. 
 

Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Project (CERP) 
SUPPORT increased and accelerated funding for CERP with priority given to the Broward County Water 
Preserve Areas (WPAs) and the Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP). 
 

Coral Reef Conservation Act 
SUPPORT the reauthorization of the Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000 through legislation that 
authorizes directed federal funding and technical assistance to states for the restoration and management 
of coral reef ecosystems.  
 

Environmental Regulations *NEW* 
SUPPORT federal efforts to involve local communities in resilience planning for federal facilities located 
in those communities, including holistic consideration of coastal flooding, natural systems, housing, social 
conditions and economic resilience. 
 

Federal Resilience Planning 
SUPPORT federal efforts to involve local communities in resilience planning for federal facilities located 
in those communities, including holistic consideration of coastal flooding, natural systems, housing, social 
conditions, and economic resilience. 
 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Mapping Risk Rating 2.0 *NEW* 
SUPPORT measures that ensure FEMA consults with counties as it develops its new Risk Rating 2.0 flood 
mapping initiative. 
 

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) Reform 
SUPPORT the immediate reauthorization and reform of the NFIP to ensure affordable and transparent 
flood insurance for homeowners and businesses and empowers individual and local government actions 
to proactively reduce flood losses. The Board SUPPORTS: 
 
 
Affordability/Rate Structure 

• Maintaining insurance rate increase caps while giving FEMA the authority to offer means-tested 
assistance for low- and moderate-income property owners. 

• Ensuring NFIP rates are not excessive or unfair by making the rate-setting process more 
transparent to the public. 

 
Flood Risk Mitigation and Resilience 

• Increasing funding for existing flood mitigation programs and establish tax credits for mitigation 
efforts. 

• Considering loan/voucher programs to further emphasize mitigation, particularly for lower-
income participants. 
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• Authorizing FEMA to encourage owners of multi-family and mixed-use structures to mitigate flood 
risks with lowered insurance premiums. 

• Funding and incentives to help communities that prioritize sea level rise and make investments in 
projects that emphasize resilience to reduce flood risk. 

• Funding and incentives to help communities make investments in large-scale projects that reduce 
flood risks and improve resilience with a priority given to natural and nature-based approaches. 

• Funding or financing options for communities to make investments in green or gray infrastructure 
that will reduce risks from natural disasters, including floods. 

• Improving the coordination of resources among FEMA, U.S. Geological Survey, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and other agencies to 
combine data and resources and provide accessible digital elevation maps that help communities 
better understand their flood risks. 

 
Programmatic Modifications to Enhance NFIP’s Financial Sustainability 

• Considering Write-Your-Own reforms including reducing commissions while further incentivizing 
NFIP policy sales efforts. 

• Fully funding the floodplain mapping program and encourage greater participation by those 
outside of the 100-year floodplain via expanded use of the Preferred Risk Policy. 

• Enforcing responsibilities to ensure those in the 100-year floodplain have and maintain flood 
insurance. 

• Privatization that maintains affordability and requires whole profile of risk. 
 
OPPOSE any reauthorization efforts that are detrimental to policy holders, local governments, and the 
integrity of the program. 
 

Oil and Gas Exploration and Production 
OPPOSE oil exploration and hydraulic fracturing in Florida, which present potential for negative 
environmental consequences to coastal areas, the Everglades, and state water resources. 
 
SUPPORT the preservation of the longstanding moratorium against offshore oil and gas drilling in federal 
waters off Florida’s coast and oppose seismic air-gun blasting for oil and gas exploration off the Atlantic 
coast of the United States. 
 

Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) on Human Health and the Environment *NEW* 
SUPPORT efforts by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and other federal agencies to study 
health and environmental impacts of PFAS compounds. Additionally, if regulatory actions are developed, 
SUPPORT efforts for the administration to work closely with local governments throughout the rule-
making process. 
 

Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) 
SUPPORT federal legislation or administrative action that removes federal restrictions on PACE programs. 
 

Southeast Florida Regional Climate Change Compact 
SUPPORT the Compact’s 2020-21 federal legislative principles and priorities. 
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Water Resources and Development Act (WRDA) 
SUPPORT the biennial passage of the WRDA, currently known as “America’s Water Infrastructure Act” 
(AWIA). This legislation authorizes USACE projects and policies that impact many of Broward County’s 
priorities including Everglades restoration, port and inlet construction, and beach renourishment projects.  
 

VII. HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 

 

Aging and Disability Resource Centers 
SUPPORT continued appropriations to facilitate and streamline access to the most appropriate and cost-
effective public and private long-term services for older adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers. 
 

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
SUPPORT health insurance coverage for ASD, in parity with other chronic medical conditions receiving 
insurance coverage, to ensure children diagnosed with ASD can access available medical services, 
treatments, and therapies. 
 

Child Advocacy Centers 
SUPPORT increased funding for Child Advocacy Centers to enhance child abuse investigations to include 
a trauma informed multi-disciplinary response to child victims. 
 

Child Care and Development Fund 
SUPPORT increased funding for licensing and monitoring of childcare facilities as well as subsidized 
childcare services for parents and professional development opportunities for childcare workers. 
 

Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP) *NEW*  
SUPPORT proposals which would expand Medicaid, CHIP, and health insurance coverage to more persons, 
such as the uninsured, persons in state or local detention facilities, and minors whose health needs, 
otherwise, must be met by the County. 
 
SUPPORT proposals that would provide states with greater flexibility over the use of CHIP funds, expand 
the scope of covered services, and use community-based delivery systems without requiring Federally 
approved waivers. 
 

Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
SUPPORT increased funding for the CSBG that mitigates the root causes of poverty. Additionally, SUPPORT 
an increased amount of household income a family can earn and still be eligible for services (i.e., Increase 
from 125% of federal poverty line to 200% of federal poverty line) and a regional adjustment of eligibility 
based on cost of living in a geographic area. 
 

Healthcare for Non-Convicted Justice-Involved Individuals *NEW* 
SUPPORT legislation that: (a) amends federal law to prohibit states from terminating eligibility of federal 
health care benefits, including those benefits awarded to Veterans and children, for non-convicted justice-
involved individuals who are inmates of public institutions or residents of Institutes for Mental Disease 
(IMF) based solely on their status as inmates or residents; and (b) requires states to establish a process 
under which an inmate or resident of an Institute for Mental Disease (IMD), who continues to meet all 
applicable eligibility requirements, is placed in a suspended status so that the state does not claim federal 
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financial participation (FFP) for services the individual receives, but the person remains on the state’s rolls 
as being eligible for Medicaid; and c) once release or discharge from the facility is anticipated, require 
states to take whatever steps are necessary to ensure that an eligible individual is placed in payment 
status so that they can begin receiving Medicaid-covered services immediately upon leaving the facility. 
 

HIV Health and Support Services 
SUPPORT the consolidation of the Ryan White grant application process into a multi-year award process 
for all funding including formula, Minority AIDS Initiative (MAI) and supplemental.  
 
SUPPORT increased funding for all Ryan White Parts (Parts A-D, F and HOPWA) to adequately fund core, 
SUPPORT and housing services that are effective in promoting viral suppression and the overall health of 
people living with HIV. This includes modifying current funding methodologies to account for patient 
migration and to ensure that communities with the greatest need are funded in a manner that addresses 
disparities, particularly in the Southern United States where the burden of HIV is highest. 
 
SUPPORT the alignment of federal applications for HIV programs (all Ryan White Parts, SAMHSA, HUD, 
CDC) to include concurrent priorities, activities, and outcomes to accomplish Ending the Epidemic: A Plan 
for America. 
 
SUPPORT proposals that would increase the County’s share of available Ryan White funding. *NEW* 
 
SUPPORT preservation of direct Ryan White grants to heavily impacted areas, such as the County. *NEW* 
 
SUPPORT proposals to revise Ryan White, which would allow funds to be used to provide a more 
comprehensive, integrated continuum of care and services and which would increase local flexibility over 
the use of funds in addressing locally determined needs and priorities. *NEW* 
 
SUPPORT proposals which would amend Ryan White to increase the availability of and access to routine 
HIV screening and HIV/AIDS care, treatment, prevention, research, and education programs. *NEW* 
 
SUPPORT funding of $716 million, the amount requested in the President’s Budget for FY 2021 to increase 
Ending the HIV Epidemic grants to allow programs a broader approach to addressing HIV in their 
communities. *NEW* 
 

Homelessness 
SUPPORT a minimum of $3 billion for the Housing and Urban Development (HUD’s) McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Grants program, and request funding of $1 billion for the National Affordable 
Housing Trust to maintain new permanent supportive housing. 
 
SUPPORT increased funding for the HUD Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) Programs; and Homeless 
Programs within the Departments of Health and Human Services, HUD, Justice, Veterans Affairs, 
Education, and Labor.   
 
SUPPORT an increase in funding for the Home Ownership Program to expand aid for vulnerable 
populations including those experiencing homelessness, the elderly and persons living with disabilities. 
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Human Trafficking 
SUPPORT increased funding for the provision of effective and comprehensive services to victims of human 
trafficking in addition to developing and enhancing a collaborative response to victims. 
 

Low Income Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) 
SUPPORT an increase in the administrative cap of LIHEAP to be in line with CSBG (an increase from 8.5% 
to 15%) to allow for additional staff to process large volumes of applications received annually. 
 

Mental Illness and Substance Abuse Disorders Funding 
SUPPORT no less than $563 million for the Community and Mental Health Services (CMHS) Block Grant, 
and no less than $1.86 billion for the Substance Abuse Prevention and Treatment (SAPT) Block Grant.   
 
SUPPORT legislation that allows counties to provide local community-based services for persons with 
mental illnesses, substance abuse conditions and people experiencing homelessness.  
 
SUPPORT proposals that enhance the ability of counties to prevent and treat mental illness and substance 
abuse disorders, including programs and legislation to reduce mental illness in jails and provide 
appropriate treatment to those in custody, while protecting overall public safety. 
 

Medicaid 
SUPPORT increasing the percentage the federal government reimburses states for Medicaid expenditures 
through the Federal Medical Assistance Percentages (FMAP), based on a sliding scale, so that states with 
lower personal incomes will have higher FMAPs.  
 
SUPPORT proposals that use Intergovernmental Transfers (IGTs) to draw down additional federal funding 
without supplanting the state’s share with local funds that have been certified to be federally matched. 
 
SUPPORT proposals that maintain the federal-state-local structure for financing and delivering Medicaid 
services and efforts to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of policies and operations. 
 
SUPPORT federal investments and strategies that focus on serving those most in need, address the root 
causes of poverty, and maintain the maximum amount of efficiency and flexibility possible at the local 
level.  
 
SUPPORT critical mandatory and optional services such as the Medically Needy program. 
 
SUPPORT Medicaid coverage for dual eligible clients (Medicare/Medicaid). 
 
SUPPORT waivers from the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to allow state and local governments to 
explore the purchase of Canadian pharmaceuticals to reduce costs.  
 
SUPPORT enhanced covered Medicaid services, which include expanded dental benefits for eligible 
adults. 
 
OPPOSE any measure that would further shift federal and state Medicaid costs to counties – including 
cuts, funding or service caps, block grants and new limits on counties’ ability to raise the non-federal 
match or receive supplemental payments.  
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OPPOSE any efforts to impose work requirements as eligibility criteria for assistance programs such as 
Medicaid. 
 

Medicare 
SUPPORT the elimination of the 24-month waiting period for individuals to access Medicare benefits after 
receiving a disability determination. 
 
SUPPORT the inclusion of prescription drug coverage within the traditional Medicare framework and 
permanent Medicare funding for medical immunosuppressants and other related drugs. 
 

Older Americans Act (OAA) 
SUPPORT increased funding to the OAA cost-effective home and community-based services that keep 
older adults out of more expensive nursing homes and allow older adults to age at home with 
independence and dignity. 
 
SUPPORT increased funding for Aging and Disability Resource Centers to facilitate and streamline access 
to the most appropriate and cost-effective public and private long-term services and SUPPORTS for older 
adults, people with disabilities, and caregivers. Additionally, SUPPORT proposals that would increase 
flexibility over the use of OAA funds. *NEW* 
 

Immigration Reform 
SUPPORT reforms to the current immigration system creating an expeditious and fair path to citizenship. 
The Board also SUPPORTS increased border security with defined metrics for success and ensure these 
measurements are de-coupled from the streamlining of the immigration system.  
 

Opioid Epidemic 
SUPPORT additional funding for local governments to combat the opioid epidemic. 
 

Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (ACA) *UPDATED* 
OPPOSE any barriers to accessing care and any attempts to undo the ACA and the availability of affordable 
plan options on the Marketplace, particularly provisions that expanded access to health insurance and 
public health services funded through the Prevention and Public Health Fund. 
 
SUPPORT retaining the protection from health plans discriminating based on race, color, sex, religion, 
national origin, disability, age, marital status, political affiliation, sexual orientation, pregnancy and gender 
expression or identity or excluding coverage of pre-existing conditions; ensure regulations and guidance 
include cost-sharing limits and prohibit the removal of medications from formularies mid-year.  
 

Primary Care Services 
SUPPORT increased funding to the Bureau of Primary Health Care to expand the locations and services of 
preventive and primary care access points through the FQHCs. 
 

Recovery Residences 
SUPPORT clarification to the Fair Housing Amendments Act (FHAA) regarding what regulations may be 
enacted by states and local governments to protect the health, safety, and welfare of sober home 
residents and the neighborhood areas where sober homes are located. 
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Sexual Violence 
SUPPORT increased funding for the provision of effective and comprehensive services to victims of all 
types of sexual violence and to ensure a trauma-informed response across all disciplines. 
 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT maintain or increase funding for the SNAP. Additionally, SUPPORT proposals that maintain 
Medicaid, SNAP, and child support enforcement as open-ended entitlement programs. Also, SUPORT 
proposals that improve coordination and policy alignment between the SNAP and Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families (TANF) programs. 
 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT legislation which increases annual TANF Block Grant funding levels and state and local flexibility 
over the use of funds and preserves or increases the current state maintenance-of-effort  requirement to 
ensure that sufficient resources are available to meet the needs of low income children in the County. 
 

Title IIIB Supportive Services 
SUPPORT proposals that prioritize increases for Title IIIB Support Services to better meet the increasing 
demand for cost-effective in-home and community-based services that keep older adults out of more 
expensive nursing homes. These services include transportation, adult day care, counseling, and 
emergency alert response systems to age at home with independence and dignity. 
 

Title IIIE, National Family Caregiver Support Program 
SUPPORT proposals that build upon the restoration provided in FY 2018 to address years of funding cuts 
and erosion.  Nationwide, unpaid family caregivers annually provide over $470 billion in uncompensated 
care services – an amount that rivals the entire federal Medicaid budget.  Increases for this program will 
prevent billions in additional care costs to taxpayers if loved ones are placed in a more expensive 
institutional setting. Broward County receives funds from this program through the Areawide Council on 
Aging of Broward County, Inc. to serve Broward County seniors and caregivers. 
 

Veteran-Directed Care Program 
SUPPORT proposals that prioritize Veterans with more intensive care needs to preserve their 
independence and dignity. Broward County receives funds from this program through the Areawide 
Council on Aging of Broward County, Inc. to serve Broward County Veterans. 
 
SUPPORT increased funding for the Veteran-Directed Care Program to allow Veterans with more intensive 
care needs to preserve their independence and dignity. *NEW* 
 

VIII. PUBLIC HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

Affordable Housing 
SUPPORT an increase in funding for the National Housing Trust Fund to build and preserve affordable 
housing for persons with extremely low incomes (ELI), including veterans, seniors, individuals with 
disabilities or special needs, and persons experiencing homelessness. In addition, the Board SUPPORTS 
legislation to lift or increase the present 4 percent and 9 percent cap on Housing Tax Credits to provide a 
direct allocation of tax credit/bond resources to Local Housing Finance Authorities.  
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SUPPORT programs and initiatives providing community development, economic development, and 
housing for low- and moderate-income persons to improve their living conditions and the economic 
health and infrastructure of their communities. *NEW*  
 
SUPPORT proposals, tax incentives, and funding which would increase home ownership and rental 
housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income individuals and families and increase the supply of 
affordable housing. 
 

Brownfields Redevelopment *NEW* 
SUPPORT proposals which would increase resources available to local jurisdictions to clean up and 
redevelop brownfields. 
 

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
SUPPORT increased federal funding for the CDBG program. The CDBG is an entitlement program that 
provides grants on a formula basis to local governments to address a variety of community development 
needs. 
 

Home Investment Partnerships Program (HOME) 
SUPPORT the restoration of $1.25 billion HOME assisting state and local governments to provide 
affordable housing for low-income families. This request includes support for increased funding for public 
housing, the Housing Choice Voucher (Section 8) Program, including rental assistance, public housing 
operating and capital funds, and overall Housing Authority resources.  
 

Housing Services for Special Populations *NEW* 
SUPPORT proposals which provide additional resources for meeting the housing and related supportive 
service needs of special populations, such as the elderly, disabled, victims of trafficking, veterans, 
domestic violence survivors, LGBTQ youth, persons with substance use disorders, and mentally ill persons. 
 

IX. FINANCE, TAXES AND SPENDING 

 

Congressionally Directed Spending 
SUPPORT congressional directives that provide Administrative agencies with guidance on the needs of a 
particular congressional district or state.  

X. COMMUNICATIONS *NEW* 

 

Telecommunications Services  
OPPOSE proposals which preempt county authority over telecommunications services including the 
placement, construction, and modification of telecommunications towers and facilities, emergency alert 
and interoperable communications systems, and the protection of consumers relating to 
telecommunication services. 
 

XI. ARTS, CULTURE AND LIBRARIES *NEW* 
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Federal Funding for Arts and Cultural Education 
SUPPORT increased federal funding for arts education research and for cultural and educational agencies, 
including museums, which promote and sustain the arts, arts education, the humanities, and the sciences, 
such as the National Endowment for the Arts, National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute 
for Museum and Library Services. 
 

Public Library Funding 
SUPPORT increased funding for public libraries. 
 

eBooks Pricing Models and Access 
SUPPORT proposals that mandate all published works must be available for libraries to purchase and lend 
to library users. 
 
SUPPORT proposals that ensure libraries can continue to purchase and lend eBooks and digital content at 
pricing models that are reasonable and flexible.  
 
SUPPORT equitable access to and use of eBooks and digital content. 
 

XII. CIVIL RIGHTS, DISCRIMINATION, AND RACIAL JUSTICE *NEW* 

  

Prohibited Discrimination 
SUPPORT legislation prohibiting discrimination based on gender identity, gender expression, and sexual 
orientation in employment, housing, and public accommodations. 
 

Racial Equity & Diversity Training 
Racism is an ever-present, challenging force, which has structured the thinking, behavior, and actions of 
individuals and institutions throughout history. The Board SUPPORTS policies aimed at denouncing white 
supremacy. The Board also SUPPORTS legislation prohibiting law enforcement agencies from engaging in 
or tolerating police brutality.  The Board SUPPORTS proposals that mandate racial equity and diversity 
training in the workplace to ensure everyone in the workplace is respected and treated appropriately 
regardless of race, gender, religion, or sexual orientation, and gender identity. 
 

Law Enforcement 
SUPPORT legislation that requires law enforcement to collect data on all investigatory activities. 
Additionally, SUPPORT legislation that requires uniformed police officers to wear body cameras. Also, 
SUPPORT legislation that requires marked federal police vehicles to have dashboard cameras. 
 

Holocaust Insurance Accountability 
SUPPORT legislation that would empower Holocaust survivors to seek redress through the American legal 
system, to retrieve the amount they are their families are rightfully owed, and to hold accountable 
insurance companies unjustly enriched by failing to honor policies they sold to Holocaust survivors. 
Additionally, SUPPORT efforts to seek justice for the many Holocaust survivors and their heirs whose 
families were torn apart by the Nazi regime. 
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Public Safety Innovation Grants 
SUPPORT proposals to establish public safety innovation grants for community-based organizations to 
create local commissions and task forces to help communities re-imagine and develop concrete, just and 
equitable public safety approaches. These local commissions would operate like President Obama’s Task 
Force on 21st Century Policing. 
 
SUPPORT  increased funding for public safety programs that provide community-based interventions for 
juveniles and adults who commit non-violent misdemeanor offenses. Additionally, SUPPORT increased 
funding for youth mentoring initiatives. 
 

Welcoming Jurisdictions 
OPPOSE legislation, or executive branch agency administrative actions seeking to penalize and deny to 
states and local governments federal grant funds, because they are welcoming communities for foreign 
visitors and immigrants, regardless of race, color, gender, national origin, religion, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, age, or disability. 
 

XIII. EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AND PUBLIC SAFETY 

 

Hurricane Relief Reimbursement 
SUPPORT expedited funding relief efforts to industries and individuals affected by natural disasters. The 
Board encourages FEMA to continue to work collaboratively with local applicants in the reimbursement 
process by ensuring that there are realistic timeframes established for gathering documentation and 
continuing the deployment of the new program delivery model as a support to local applicants. 
 

Recovery & Preparedness *NEW* 
SUPPORT increased investment in mitigation programs such as the Building Resilient Infrastructure and 
Communities (BRIC) Program, the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program, and other partnerships between local 
and federal governments to complete mitigation projects and increase resiliency to disasters. SUPPORT 
measures that ensure any supplemental disaster recovery assistance appropriated by Congress, including 
the Community Development Block Grant Disaster Relief (CDBG-DR), is expediated to states to be made 
available to disaster-impacted counties. OPPOSE programmatic changes that would increase the local cost 
share for disaster recovery, such as implementation of a disaster deductible. 
 

School Violence Prevention *UPDATED* 
SUPPORT proposals that reauthorize and expand the U.S. Secret Service National Threat Assessment 
Center’s (NTAC) ability to conduct additional research and training to prevent targeted violence through 
the development of best practices and standardization across all levels of government.  
 
SUPPORT the establishment of a national program on target school violence prevention. This involves 
providing funding to hire additional personnel to expand NTAC’s research and training on targeted school 
violence nationwide.  
 
SUPPORT funding for innovative community-based violence prevention alternatives to support school- 
based violence prevention efforts. 
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XIV. WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES 

 

Per-and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) Regulation Liability *NEW* 
SUPPORT proposals that would exempt Broward County’s Water and Wastewater Services Utilities’ 
liability under the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) in 
legislation that would require the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to regulate PFAS, subject 
to qualifications for this exemption that address risk to human health or the environment, e.g., no impacts 
to off-site properties or drinking water supply wells.  There should also be no pre-emption for state or 
local regulation to address PFAS contamination. 
 

Water and Wastewater Resilient Infrastructure Funding *NEW* 
SUPPORT increased funding for Water and Wastewater Infrastructure to implement resilience practices. 
The Board SUPPORTS the drinking water grant provisions in the Drinking Water Infrastructure Act of 2020 
and the Clean Water Infrastructure Resiliency and Sustainability Program in the American Water 
Infrastructure Act (AWIA) of 2020. Additionally, SUPPORT increased funding for the AWIA Act of 2018 (P.L. 
115-270) grant provisions, which includes the Drinking Water Infrastructure Resilience and Sustainability 
Program. 


