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Finance and Administrative Services Department 
PURCHASING DIVISION 
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 212 • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 • 954-357-6066 • FAX 954-357-8535 

Via Email Transmittal 

May 2, 2025 

Joseph M. Goldstein, Partner 
Shutts & Bowen LLP 
201 East Las Olas Blvd, Suite 2200 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

Re: Objection to Proposed Recommendation of Ranking to the Board of County 
Commissioners - Request for Proposals (RFP) PNC2128678P1, Engineering 
Services for District 3A System Fire Flow Improvements 

Dear Mr. Goldstein: 

The Broward County Purchasing Division (“Purchasing”) is in receipt of your firm’s letter 
dated April 21, 2025 (Exhibit 1) on behalf of your client, Thompson & Associates, 
Inc., Civil Engineering (T&A). The letter serves to formally communicate: your 
client’s decision not to appeal the denial of the bid protest an concerns about 
aspects of the procurement process. 

After reviewing your letter with County staff and the Office of Professional Standards, we 
offer the following: 

No. 1 - Primary Complaints 
A. Cone of Silence Violation – Denial does not adequately address a full 

investigation 
B. Inappropriate borrowing from T&A’s Proposal 

County’s Response to No. 1 A and B: 
A full investigation of the alleged Cone of Silence Violation was completed by the Human 
Resources Division’s Professional Standards Section prior to their issuance of the Report 
and Notice of Determination. Respectfully, refer to the Purchasing Division’s response(s) 
to the objection and protest and to the Professional Standards Section’s Report and 
Notice of Determination. 

No. 2 - Proposed Process Change Regarding Public Records Exemption 

County’s Response to No. 2 

Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
Mark D. Bogen • Alexandra P. Davis • Lamar P. Fisher • Beam Furr • Steve Geller • Robert McKinzie • Nan H. Rich • Hazelle P. Rogers • Michael Udine 

www.broward.org 
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Response to Cone of Silence Communication 
RFP No. PNC2128678P1, Engineering Services for District 3A System Fire Flow Improvements 
May 2, 2025 
Page 2 of 2 

Referencing Section 119.071(1)(b), Florida Statutes, your proposed change is for 
Broward County to delay disclosing vendors’ proposals until 30 days after the proposal 
opening. Broward County’s current process is based on policy for transparency through 
a website Repository of vendors’ proposals being made available shortly after the 
opening of proposals. This proposed change will be reviewed for consideration. 

No. 3 – Include letter in backup materials of the Approval of Ranking Agenda Item. 

County’s Response to No. 3 
Your letter will be included with the Approval of Ranking Agenda Item; referred to as 
Cone of Silence Communication. 

The County sincerely appreciates T&A’s participation in this procurement, and we 
look forward to the opportunity to review and consider future T&A proposals to help 
accomplish its business goals. 

Respectfully, 

Robert E. Gleason, Director 
Purchasing Division 

REG/cs/sl 

Attachment: 
Exhibit 1 – Cone of Silence Communication dated April 21, 2025 

c: Alan Garcia, Director, Water and Wastewater Services Division 
Sabrina Baglieri, Water and Wastewater Services (Project Manager) 
Constance Mangan, Assistant Director, Purchasing Division 
Christine Shorey, Senior Purchasing Manager, Purchasing Division 
Nancy Olesen, Purchasing Assistant Manager, Purchasing Division 
Fernando Amuchastegui, Senior Assistant County Attorney, Office of County 
Attorney 
Sara Cohen, Assistant County Attorney, Office of County Attorney 
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