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Finance and Administrative Services Department 
PURCHASING DIVISION 
115 S. Andrews Avenue, Room 212 • Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301 • 954-357-6066 • FAX 954-357-8535 

September 19, 2024 

Ira Libanoff, Esquire 
Hinckley Allen 
Ferencik Libanoff Brandt 
ilibanoff@hinckleyallen.com 

Re:  Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL 
Turnpike (Step-Two) 

Dear Mr. Ira Libanoff,  

The Broward County Purchasing Division (“Purchasing”) is in receipt of your firm’s correspondence 
dated August 5, 2024, on behalf of GLF Construction Corporation (“GLF”), protesting the Evaluation 
Committee’s proposed recommendation of ranking posted on the Purchasing Division website from 
August 1 - 6, 2024. As a preliminary matter, Purchasing is treating your correspondence as an objection 
not a protest.  The protest period does not commence until after the objection period ends.  The 
objection period began on August 1st and terminated on August 6th.  Your correspondence was filed 
during the three business day objection period.  Therefore, your correspondence is being treated as an 
objection not a protest.  Accordingly, the protest filing fee you sent in the amount of $5,000 is hereby 
being returned to you. 

After performing due diligence in reviewing all assertions, the solicitation requirements, and the 
processes the County followed in this procurement, the objection is respectfully denied, based on the 
following responses to each assertion: 

Assertion No. 1 Bridge Work Qualification: 
a) “Structural Technologies, LLC (“STI”) was only pre-qualified in the Repair & Rehabilitate

Minor Bridge Work Class.
b) STI was required to disclose any changes to its previously submitted qualifications and

litigation history going back three years. STI did not note the expiration of its FDOT
prequalification in its Step 2 submission and further failed to disclose its involvement in
the FIU Pedestrian Bridge collapse litigation. STI’s FDOT qualification was set to
automatically lapse on March 30, 2024 and presently, STI is not prequalified in any FDOT
minor bridge work classes”.

County’s Response to Assertion No. 1.a: 
The County utilized a Two-Step solicitation process for this project consisting of a Request for 
Qualifications (RFQ) in Step-One and a Request for Proposals (RFP) in Step-Two. Step-One RFQ No. 
PNC2126443R1 Design Build: Sheridan St. Bridge Over FL Turnpike, required vendors to submit their 
qualifications and the Evaluation Committee (EC) to shortlist the most qualified responsive and 
responsible vendors to proceed to the Step-Two RFP. 

Broward County Board of County Commissioners 
Mark D. Bogen • Lamar P. Fisher • Beam Furr • Steve Geller • Robert McKinzie • Nan H. Rich • Hazelle P. Rogers • Tim Ryan • Michael Udine 

www.broward.org 
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Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL Turnpike (Step-
Two) 

September 19, 2024 
Page 2 of 6 

Step-One RFQ was advertised on July 21, 2023, and closed on August 30, 2023. 

Section B.3.B. of the Special Instructions to Vendors for Step-One RFQ, required vendors or their 
subconsultant(s)/subcontractor(s) to provide proof of FDOT pre-qualifications or certificates, including 
Minor Bridges Work Class. 

STI’s Step-One submittal provided evidence of their FDOT pre-qualifications or certificates, including 
the R&R Minor Bridges, valid through March 30, 2024. 

The R&R (Repair and Rehabilitate) Minor Bridges qualification pertains to the resurfacing, restoration, 
and rehabilitation of existing minor bridge structures; usually for projects that aim to repair, restore, or 
rehabilitate existing minor bridges. 

The scope of work set for this project is to increase the overall height/clearance of Sheridan Street 
bridge number 860155 by utilizing a system to jack the bridge superstructure and to reconstruct both 
roadway approaches. Various components of the jacking system include, but are not limited to, jacking 
supports, bracing, individual jacks, buildup, shims, pressure gauges, jacking manifold, dedicated 
control valves, and any other components necessary to successfully implement the project. 

GLF questions STI’s prequalification for Minor Bridges Work Class on the basis of an alleged distinction 
between FDOT Minor Bridges Work Class (Code No. 27) and the R&R Minor Bridges Work Class (Code 
No. 37).  However, neither Code No. 27 nor 37 were specified in Section B.3B. of the Special 
Instructions to Vendors. 

Accepting vendors that submitted equivalent qualifications if they meet or exceed the requirements of 
the scope of work, does not compromise the integrity or safety of the project. STI was  found compliant 
with the FDOT pre-qualification/certificate of qualification requirements. 

On November 3, 2023 a Qualification Evaluation Committee (EC) meeting was held. The EC Members 
determined both firms, STI and GLF as responsive and responsible to all RFQ requirements, including 
their FDOT prequalifications, and were shortlisted to proceed to participate in the Step-Two, RFP 
procurement.  

Accordingly, this assertion is denied. 

County’s Response to Assertion No. 1.b: 
The purpose of Step-One RFQ was to prequalify vendors based on their ability to meet specific criteria, 
including the FDOT prequalification. The Step-Two RFP consisted of inviting shortlisted vendors from 
Step-One RFQ to submit proposals for ranking based on other evaluation criteria. 

Step-Two RFP was advertised on March 19, 2024 and closed on May 20, 2024. 

Section C (1)(2) of the Special Instructions to Vendors for the Step-Two RFP required vendors to 
“submit any new, revised or updated information” in connection with Standard Instructions to Vendors, 
Sections A (Responsiveness Criteria), and Section B (Responsibility Criteria) of the Step-One 
solicitation.  However, this requirement did not specifically apply to the Special Instructions to Vendors 
for the Step-One (which included, among other things, the FDOT certificate/pre-qualification 
requirement).   
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Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL Turnpike (Step-
Two) 

September 19, 2024 
Page 3 of 6 

GLF alleges that STI “failed to disclose its involvement in the FIU Pedestrian Bridge collapse litigation.” 
However, vendors were only required to disclose “material” cases that were “filed, pending, or resolved 
during the last three (3) years prior to the solicitation response due date…” per Section 1.a of Standard 
Instructions to Vendors. The Step-One and Step-Two submittal response due dates were August 30, 
2023, and May 20, 2024, respectively.  Accordingly, STI was not required to disclose the FIU Pedestrian 
Bridge collapse litigation unless the case was “filed, pending, or resolved” during the three year period 
prior to the Step-One August 30, 2023, or Step-Two May 20, 2024, respective submittal deadlines.  STI 
provided documentation showing that this case was resolved on December 9, 2019, which is more than 
three years prior to the Step-One or Step-Two response due dates.  Accordingly, STI was not required 
to disclose the FIU Pedestrian Bridge collapse litigation as part of their Step-One or Step-Two 
submittals.   

The EC members followed Evaluation Criteria outlined in Step-Two RFP and ranked the responsive 
and responsible pre-qualified firms from Step-One, based on the following established evaluation 
criteria: 1) Project Approach; 2) Price Proposal; 3) Proposed Time; 4) Project Management and Quality 
Management Plan; 5) Workload of Firm, and 6) Location. 

On July 29, 2024, the EC members determined STI as the number one ranked firm with a total of 419 
points. GLF was ranked number two with a total of 404 points. 

GLF alleges that STI’s FDOT qualification expired on March 30, 2024, and that they are not currently 
“prequalified in any FDOT minor bridge work classes.” Although STI’s FDOT pre-qualification lapsed 
on March 30, 2024, they were not required by the Step-Two solicitation to apprise the EC of this lapse 
since this continuing disclosure requirement for “new, revised, or updated information” only applied to 
the Step-One standard instructions to vendor responsiveness and responsibility criteria. Since the 
FDOT pre-qualification issue is an additional responsibility criteria in the Step-One Special Instructions 
to Vendors section (not the Standard Instructions to Vendors), there was no continuing disclosure 
requirement to apprise County or the EC of this lapse prior to the Step-Two Initial EC meeting held on 
July 23, 2024. Moreover, per Section 21.40(b)(3) of the County’s Procurement Code, the award 
authority for this solicitation (i.e. Board of County Commissioners) “shall have the ultimate authority to 
determine whether vendors who have submitted responsive submissions are responsible.” 

STI will need to maintain its FDOT pre-qualification prior to execution and award of the contract, the 
start of any work, and throughout the term of the contract. 

STI possesses currently valid FDOT prequalifications, including the R&R minor bridges. See 
attached Exhibit 1. 

Accordingly, this assertion is denied. 

Assertion No. 2 Maintenance of Traffic: 
Your objection letter claims that “STI's proposal to use traffic pacing and leaving the 
Turnpike open and automobiles to pass during jacking operations is contrary to proper 
safety procedures. Such proposal calls into question the scores received by STI for its 
Project Approach and Project Management and Quality Management Plan”. 
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Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL Turnpike (Step-
Two) 

September 19, 2024 
Page 4 of 6 

County’s Response to Assertion No. 2: 
Section I (A) of the Design Criteria Package for the Step-Two RFP states “The Design-Build Firm shall 
be responsible for survey, geotechnical investigation, design, preparation of all documentation related
to the acquisition of all permits not acquired by the County, perform of utility locates including soft dig 
investigations, preparation of any and all information required to modify permits acquired by the County
if necessary, maintenance of traffic, demolition, and construction on or before the Project completion 
date indicated in the Proposal”. 

In addition, Section II (G) states that “all structural plan and maintenance of traffic submittals will be 
reviewed by the Florida’s Turnpike Enterprise and the Design-Build Firm shall allocate sufficient time 
in the schedule for each review”. 

The County used the RFP process for Step-Two with the intent to seek different solutions or approaches
that might be viable with the project’s scope of work and objectives. 

The proposed maintenance of traffic presented by STI was reviewed and evaluated by the EC 
members, composed of subject matter experts and stakeholders. The solicitation does not prohibit 
traffic pacing.   None of the EC members raised a concern with STI’s proposed maintenance of traffic, 
which ultimately will need to be approved by the Florida Turnpike before implementing, to ensure it 
meets the safety requirements and avoids any safety concerns.  

Accordingly, this assertion is denied 

Assertion No. 3 Scheduling and Sequencing of Work: 
“The solicitation documents provide a maximum of 540 calendar days to complete the 
Project. Although STI's submission indicates a 505 calendar day duration, a closer look at 
STI's submission reveals sequencing issues that will ultimately result in at least 50 days of 
additional time. Notably, during its presentation to the committee, STI represented that the 
pedestals would be constructed after the bridge was jacked. However, STI's schedule 
indicates that construction of the pedestals beneath the bridge beams is to commence 
before the bridge is lifted, and notes that pedestal work will be complete on the same day
that bridge jacking is finished. STI's proposed schedule is based on a practical impossibility,
as the bridge beams are to sit on top of the newly constructed pedestals. As STI has 
scheduled 50 days of pedestal work which cannot commence until bridge jacking is 
complete, with proper sequencing, its 505 calendar day duration would be extended to at 
least 555 days, beyond the maximum duration provided by the solicitation documents. 

STI's submission sequences the repair of damaged beams after bridge jacking is complete.
GLF's submission proposes repairing damages beams prior to bridge jacking in order to 
ensure maximum strength is in place at the time of jacking”. 

County’s Response to Assertion No.3: 
Section 4. of the Scope of Work for Step-Two RFP stated the “completion date requirement (Design 
and Construction) for this project is 540 calendar days”. STI’s proposed completion time is 505 calendar 
days, less that the required time specified in the solicitation. STI’s proposed schedule was reviewed 
and evaluated by the EC members. The solicitation does not specify when beam repairs are to be 
completed.  Additionally, the beam repairs are minor and can be completed after the jacking. None of 
the EC members raised an issue with STI’s proposed schedule, which meets the completion time 
required in the solicitation. 

Accordingly, this assertion is denied. 
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Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL Turnpike (Step-
Two) 
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Assertion No. 4 Proposed Jacking Methodology:
STI indicated their intent to “employ support brackets bolted to the caps with post-installed 
anchors drilled into the substructure. However, the post-install bolting of support brackets 
to the substructure is a means of last resort as such method carries a greater risk of 
degradation of structural integrity”. 

County’s Response to Assertion No.4: 
STI’s proposed jacking methodology does not violate the solicitation. STI’s proposed jacking 
methodology was reviewed and evaluated by the EC members. None of the EC members raised an 
issue with STI’s proposed jacking methodology. The evaluation process was conducted in accordance 
with the established evaluation criteria. The selected vendor was determined to meet the necessary 
qualifications and provided a proposal that aligned with the project’s requirements. 

In accordance with Section 21.42 (g) of the Procurement Code, “If, after the posting of a ranking, the 
Purchasing Division discovers new information that the Director of Purchasing determines would have 
been material to the Evaluation Committee’s ranking, the Director of Purchasing shall promptly notify 
in writing each vendor that submitted a response to the solicitation and shall reconvene the Evaluation 
Committee to consider the information”. 

Upon review of the procurement record, correspondence received by parties to the objection, and the 
proceedings of the Evaluation Committee, we find that the issues raised in the objection are not of 
sufficient merit to recall or otherwise alter the recommendation of the Evaluation Committee. 
Specifically, no new substantive information was presented to warrant the reconvening of the 
Evaluation Committee. The evaluation and scoring of firms were conducted appropriately and within 
the established guidelines, practices, and procedures set forth in the Broward County Procurement 
Code, Ordinances, and existing written guidelines. Since there is no new information that would have 
a material impact on the Evaluation Committee’s ranking, your objection to the proposed 
recommendation of ranking is denied. 

In conclusion, upon careful consideration of the objection assertions expressed to the recommendation 
for ranking, and evaluation of the responses received, and in consultation with the Office of the County 
Attorney, the objection filed by GLF Construction Corporation is hereby denied. The Recommendation 
of Ranking shall remain as originally indicated. 

Hopefully the above clarifications help to address each of your concerns. The County also recognizes 
the time and effort involved in submitting proposals and we appreciate GLF Construction 
Corporation s participation in this procurement. 

Respectfully, 
Digitally signed by RobertRobert Gleason 
Date: 2024.09.19 16:43:02Gleason -04'00' 

Robert E. Gleason, Director 
Purchasing Division 
REG/cm/sl 

https://2024.09.19
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Objection response to RFP No. PNC2126443P1 Design-Build: Sheridan St. Bridge over the FL Turnpike (Step-
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Attachment:  

Exhibit 1 - STI's FDOT Prequalification letter dated August 14, 2024 

c: Adriana Toro, Assistant Director, Highway and Bridge Maintenance Division (Project Manager) 
Constance Mangan, Assistant Director, Purchasing Division 
Carolyn Messersmith, Purchasing Manager, Purchasing Division 
Melissa Cuevas, Senior Purchasing Agent, Purchasing Division 
Fernando Amuchastegui, Senior Assistant County Attorney, Office of the County Attorney 
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Florida Department of Transportation 
RON DESANTIS 605 Suwannee Street JARED W. PERDUE, P.E. 

GOVERNOR Tallahassee, FL  32399-0450 SECRETARY 

August 14,2024 

STRUCTURAL TECHNOLOGIES, LLC
10150 OLD COLUMBIA ROAD 
COLUMBIA, MARYLAND 21046-1274 

RE: CERTIFICATE OF QUALIFICATION 

The Department of Transportation has qualified your company for the type of work indicated
below. 

FDOT APPROVED WORK CLASSES: 
CATHODIC PROTECTION, R&R INTERMEDIATE BRIDGES ("R&R" IS REPAIR AND REHABILITATE), R&R MAJOR 
BRIDGE - BRIDGES OF CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION WHICH ARE OVER A WATER OPENING OF 1,000 FEET
OR MORE, R&R MAJOR BRIDGE - CABLE STAYED CONSTRUCTION, R&R MAJOR BRIDGE - CONCRETE SEGMENTAL
CONSTRUCTION, R&R MAJOR BRIDGE - MULTI-LEVEL ROADWAY, R&R MAJOR BRIDGE - STEEL TRUSS 
CONSTRUCTION, R&R MAJOR BRIDGE- CURVED STEEL GIRDERS, R&R MINOR BRIDGES 

Unless notified otherwise, this Certificate of Qualification will expire 3/30/2025. 

In accordance with Section 337.14(1), Florida Statutes, an application for qualification
must be filed within (4) months of the ending date of the applicant’s audited annual financial 
statements. 

If the company's maximum capacity has been revised, it may be accessed by logging into the 
Contractor Prequalification Application System via the following link: 
HTTPS://fdotwp1.dot.state.fl.us/ContractorPreQualification 

Once logged in, select "View" for the most recently approved application, and then click 
the "Manage" and "Application Summary" tabs. 

The company may apply for a Revised Certificate of Qualification at any time prior to the 
expiration date of this certificate according to Section 14-22.0041(3), Florida 
Administrative Code (F.A.C.), by accessing the most recently approved application as shown 
above and choosing "Update" instead of "View." If certification in additional classes of 
work is desired, documentation is needed to show that the company has performed such work. 

All prequalified contractors are required by Section 14-22.006(3), F.A.C., to certify their 
work underway monthly in order to adjust maximum bidding capacity to available bidding
capacity. You can find the link to this report at the website shown above. 

James E. Taylor II, Prequalification Supervisor 
Contracts Administration Office 

JTII 

Improve Safety, Enhance Mobility, Inspire Innovation 
www.fdot.gov 

www.fdot.gov
HTTPS://fdotwp1.dot.state.fl.us/ContractorPreQualification
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