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• Alcee L. Hastings represented his native state of Florida by serving as Congressman for District 20, which includes parts 
of Broward and Palm Beach Counties. 

• Known to many as "Judge," Hastings has distinguished himself as an attorney, civil rights activist, judge, and member of 
Congress. 

• Congressman Hastings served as the Vice Chairman of the House Rules Committee, a member of the U.S. Helsinki 
Commission, and Dean and Co-Chairman of the Florida Delegation.

• Appointed by President Jimmy Carter in 1979, Congressman Hastings became the first African-American Federal Judge in 
the State of Florida and served in that position for 10 years. 

• Since his election to Congress as the first African-American from Florida, Congressman Hastings has been an outspoken 
advocate for Floridians and our nation as a whole. Throughout his lifetime, Congressman Hastings has championed the 
rights of minorities, women, the elderly, children, and immigrants. 2



Congressman Hastings’ Legislative Priorities 
Included:

• Creating jobs and provide greater economic 
opportunities for middle class and working poor 
Americans

• Making our country safer and more secure

• Ensuring that our election systems are easier 
and more fair

• Supporting small businesses

• Investing in green energy and infrastructure

• Increasing access to quality, affordable health 
care for all

• Banning assault weapons

• Funding Head Start and other educational 
programs

• Strengthening and improving Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid

• Protecting the environment and pursue 
environmental justice

• Providing family and medical leave to all workers
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Known throughout the world as an expert in foreign policy, Congressman Hastings 
advocated for diplomacy before military action to settle disputes with established and 
emerging nations.

As Vice-Chairman of the powerful House Rules Committee, Congressman Hastings 
played a leading role in moving democratic priorities through the legislative process. 
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• As a Senior Democratic Whip, Congressman 
Hastings was a leading voice in the Democratic 
Caucus. He was also Co-Chairman and Founder 
of the Congressional Everglades Caucus. 

• Congressman Hastings was committed to 
ensuring our national security and protecting the 
American people. 

• Congressman Hastings secured millions of 
dollars in additional funding for issues 
important to our community, including 
cybersecurity, breast cancer research, and 
Everglade's restoration.

• Congressman Hastings was the proud recipient 
of numerous honors and awards bestowed on 
him from organizations both at home and 
abroad. 

• Congressman Hastings also worked to improve 
our electoral system in his capacity as Vice 
Chairman of the Democratic Select Committee 
on Election Reform.

5



6



7



8



9


	Item # 51 cover
	Item 51

