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MEMORANDUM 

TO: Board of County Commissioners 

FROM: Andrew J. Meyers, County Attorney /s/ Andrew J. Meyers 

DATE: June 3, 2024 

RE: Item 24 on the June 4, 2024, County Commission Meeting Agenda 
Regarding the Police and Criminal Justice Review Board 

Item 24 on tomorrow’s meeting agenda is an item that, if approved, would set a public 
hearing to consider repeal of the ordinance establishing the County’s Police and Criminal 
Justice Review Board (PCJRB). This matter is being presented for the Board’s 
consideration in response to the enactment of HB 601 during the 2024 legislative session. 
In large part because it was not written with precision, HB 601 permits arguments of state 
preemption of local ordinances relating to police misconduct, thereby resulting in 
additional attorneys’ fees risk to the County in the event a preemption claim is raised. 

During our initial briefings on this matter, we stated that there are aspects of what the 
PCJRB is currently permitted to do that could likely be sustained, and that, if directed, we 
would draft an amendment to the current ordinance (rather than a full repeal). The title of 
the proposed ordinance was broadly drafted to permit either amendment or repeal. 

Until last Thursday night, we had understood (apparently inaccurately) that PCJRB 
members were already frustrated by limitations in PCJRB functions imposed by law prior 
to enactment of HB 601, and that there was no desire to amend the ordinance in a manner 
that would further restrict such functions. However, on Thursday night, the PCJRB met, 
broadly discussed a view that responding to HB 601 by repealing the ordinance was 
unnecessary, and unanimously voted to ask that the ordinance be preserved. After that 
meeting, the legal team met to consider alternatives to immediate repeal that would give 
us time to further analyze these issues while concurrently limiting risk to the County. 

Because of the way preemption challenges occur under state law (and the risk of having 
to pay an opposing party’s attorneys’ fees), we believe risk could be substantially 
mitigated by, on June 18, expressly amending the ordinance to suspend the PCJRB from 
meeting from July 1, 2024, through September 15, 2024, for any purpose other than to 
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analyze and discuss how the ordinance may be amended in response to the recently 
enacted legislation. We think that would provide sufficient time for us to meet with PCJRB 
members and other interested stakeholders and develop appropriate amendments to the 
current ordinance for the Board’s later consideration. 
 
We will be preparing an alternate version of the proposed ordinance for the Board’s 
consideration on June 18 so the Board may determine whether to amend as stated above 
or whether to proceed with repeal. We will discuss these two alternatives with you during 
upcoming agenda briefings. In the interim, please contact me with any questions or 
concerns. 
 
AJM/gf 
 
c: Monica Cepero, County Administrator 
 Kimm Campbell, Deputy County Administrator 
 Bob Melton, County Auditor 
 Kathie-Ann Ulett, Deputy County Auditor 
 René D. Harrod, Chief Deputy County Attorney 
 Joseph K. Jarone, Assistant County Attorney 
 Scott Andron, Assistant County Attorney 
 Brandon R. Butterworth, Assistant County Attorney 




Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		Exhibit 3 - PCJRB Ordinance  Revision.pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 0


		Passed manually: 2


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 0


		Passed: 30


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


