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Additional Information (e.g., Number, opening date, # of responses, Agency reviewed yes/no): 
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The Purchasing Agent recommends approval of the Sole Source Designation of Election Systems & 
Software (ES&S) for voting equipment and related services. 

Request for Information (RFI) No. TCH2132781F1 (Attachment 1) was posted on July 23, 2026 to determine 
if the specified commodity or service is available from multiple providers, or if an alternate commodity or 
service is available. The RFI was advertised to the public and closed on July 30, 2026 with no vendor 
responses received. Based on these results, ES&S was identified as the sole source to meet the County's 
requirement. 

Upon approval of the sole source designation, the County will negotiate an Amended Master Agreement, 
forward it to the County Administrator for execution and will then prepare an agenda item for the Board to 
ratify the Amended and Restated Master Agreement. 

Purchasing Agent Signature: Reviewer Title: 

Reviewer Signature: 

APPROVAL AUTHORITY 

APPROVED DISAPPROVED 

REASON/SUGGESTED ACTION (IF DISAPPROVED): 

I concur with the Purchasing Agent's recommendations and the Using Agency's business determination, as 
it has been presented to the Board of County Commissioners. REG 

Title: Signature: 
Director of Purchasing 

Last Revised: 10/17/23 
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Joe Scott, Supervisor of Elections 
4650 NW 21st Avenue 

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33309 
(954) 357-VOTE BrowardVotes.gov 

June 15, 2026 

BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 
Mayor Mark D. Bogen & Board of County Commissioners 
Broward County Government Center 
115 South Andrews Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 

Re: Re-designation of ES&S as Sole Source Available for the Purchase of State 
Certified Voting Equipment 

Dear Mayor Bogen and the Board of County Commissioners: 

I am recommending that the County (1) re-designates Election Systems & Software, Inc. (ES&S) 
as the sole source available for the County’s voting equipment and software, (2) procure new 
voting equipment and hardware to replace the County’s current aging voting system pursuant to 
the enclosed quotes from ES&S for approximately $13,000,000 including 1500 DS300 Polling 
Place Scanners and Tabulators, 722 ExpressVote Universal Voting System Devices, 12 DS950 High 
Speed Scanners and Tabulators, and all related accessories, components, equipment, and 
software necessary for their operation and maintenance; and (3) execute the necessary purchase 
agreements, software licenses, and maintenance agreement necessary for the successful 
operation of the replacement voting equipment and software. 

Pursuant to Section 21.5(a)(1) of the Procurement Code, purchases by the Supervisor of Elections 
are exempt from the County’s procurement process and requirements, and under Florida law, 
the county’s Supervisor of Elections generally has plenary discretion over purchasing decisions. 
However, Florida law does require the Board to approve single source purchases of certain 
defined voting equipment above the applicable $35,000 threshold. Specifically, Sections 
101.292(3) and 101.5603(4), Florida Statutes and Rule 1S-2.004, Florida Administrative Code, 
require the County to conduct competitive solicitation of voting equipment purchases covered 
by the statute consistent with its local procurement process and rules, except in the case of the 
following exigent circumstances: (1) an emergency situation arises which necessitates an 
exception to competitive solicitation requirements; and (2) the Board finds that there is only a 
single source from which suitable equipment may be obtained. As previously acknowledged by 
your predecessors, ES&S was, and indeed continues to be, the only feasible voting system option 
available to the County. 

A renewal or re-ratification of ES&S voting system sole source designation and brand 
standardization is consistent with the Board’s prior approvals and actions. At the June 19, 2007 
Commissioner Meeting, Agenda Item #48B, your predecessors initially approved a sole source 

• Si desea una traducción de este documento sírvase solicitarlo por correo electrónico a: elections@browardvotes.gov, llamando: 
954-357-VOTE, Fax: 954-357-7070 • Si w ta renmen dokiman sa an Kreyòl, souple fè demann lan pa imèl nan 

elections@browardvotes.gov, Ofis 954-357-VOTE, Faks 954-357-7070 

mailto:elections@browardvotes.gov
mailto:elections@browardvotes.gov
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Mayor Bogen and the Board of County Commissioners 
June 15, 2026 
Page 2 

sole brand standardization of ES&S voting equipment for some of the reasons outlined in this 
letter. Then, during the Commission Meetings on May 7, 2019, and August 22, 2023, the Board 
approved additional purchases of voting equipment from ES&S, as a sole provider, based on the 
recommendations from the Supervisor of Elections.1 The referenced Meeting Agendas and 
supporting documentation are enclosed for your review. 

Certain components of the County’s voting system are now at or nearing the end of their useful 
lifecycle and thus another renewal or re-ratification of ES&S’ sole source designation to purchase 
replacement equipment and updated software is necessary. For example, the County’s current 
Polling Location Scanners and Tabulators (DS 200s) are about 20 years old. I also recently learned 
that Broward County is the only county in Florida that still uses ES&S’ election management 
software version 4530. All Florida counties that use the ES&S voting system (the large majority) 
have updated their ES&S software from version 4350 to versions 6310 and 6510 which also 
required replacing related hardware and equipment such as the Polling Location Scanner and 
Tabulators and the High-Speed Scanners and Tabulators.2 The County’s current Polling Location 
Scanners and Tabulators model DS200 would be replaced with ES&S most current model DS 300 
and the High-Speed Scanner and Tabulator model DS850 would be replaced with DS950s. 

Any voting equipment, whether hardware or software, must be compatible with the County’s 
existing voting system requirements and be one of only two approved voting systems certified 
for use in Florida elections as reflected on the Florida Division of Election’s website here: Certified 
Voting Systems and Vendors - Division of Elections - Florida Department of State (myflorida.com). 
In particular, Sections 101.294(1), Florida Statutes and Rule 1S-2.004(3)(e) and (5)(a), require that 
the County use only voting systems approved by the State and also prohibits the use of third 
party equipment, parts, and software with an approved system that is not also approved for use 
by the vendor themselves and the State. 

The only other currently certified voting system, Liberty Vote USA f/k/a Dominion Voting 
Systems, does not have the high-speed capacity scanners and tabulators necessary for a county 
of our size. As illustrated in the attached image, only 18 of Florida’s 67 counties utilize the Liberty 
Vote USA systems and none of the comparably large counties including Palm Beach and Miami-
Dade utilize their system. As a result, of the only two certified by the State, ES&S’s voting system 
certified by the State of Florida is the only feasible option for Broward County. 

Even if there was time to invite bids from other vendors not yet certified by the State that could 
fulfill the County’s voting system requirements, there would not be enough time for prospective 
vendor(s) to complete the State’s certification process ahead of the 2028 election cycle. Further, 
that kind of competitive procurement process requires a prohibitively extensive investment of 
time, resources, and money at a time when critical components of the voting system are at the 

1 In 2019 the Broward County Supervisor of Elections was the late Peter Antonacci. My term as 
Supervisor of Elections commenced in 2021. 
2 Miami-Dade for example switched to the updated software and hardware in 2025. 

https://myflorida.com
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Public Q&A 

No messages 
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Public Notices 

No messages 
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Vendor Name: Click or tap here to enter text. 
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